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Pastor¥%s ®ondering
°Be kindly affectionate to o-iRemamsizl0Oher

| was listening to some conversations the other day while attending a service at another church and tt
again in the halls of our own congregation. What a warm and wonderful place being in the fellowship
believers can be. Church can albe a great place to get caught up on the latest football games, golf score
family news, health concerns, or just to visit with friends. A cup of coffee together, a warm handshake
friendly pat on the back are all part of the social interaction we ne@s human beings.

All of this is good, reallygood, but it is also important for us to be reminded that New Testament worshi
and fellowship goes much deeper than merely socializing when we get together at church to share a
or attend a meeting. Thetrue fellowship of believers takes place when we consider how we can lift uj
build up, and brighten up our brothers and sisters in Christ. In fact, there are 59 distinct commands
instruction as to how we are to relate to each other as the body of Chri$ have included all of these
references for your personal study at the end of this article.
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From the first century, following Jesus resurrection, believers have gathered for worship each Sunda
Jesus' name to "consider one anotheniorder to stir up love and good works" and to exhort one anothe!
(Hebrews 10:245). In Acts 2:427, 4:3236, we have a gigantic picture of the early church in action ar
practice of faith as they reached out to minister to each other with the love of G$t and in the power of
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| havefound it interesting as | study worship in the early church that Justin, an important early Christi
apologist who was martyred for his faith by the Roman government, in writing his defense of Christian
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ATTTATA T &£ »AOGOO (EI OAl £80



Christian fellowship takes place when we offer encouragement to our friends, pray for them, confess our
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will worship the Father in Spirit ad in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is
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context and you will find that though some of them seem redundant, by their usage it emphasizes how
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live out our Lords design, the Great Commandmeand the Great Commission, for His church.
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As you can see after studying these, tru€hristian fellowship builds us up, binds up our wounds, weep
with those who weep, rejoices with those who rejoice, builds us up together in unity and the bond of
peace, and meets the needs of those around us.

Blessings!
Pastor Chuck
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The Good Samaritan

This is one of the last parables we will be looking at. There are many other parables in the Bible, so if
you want to hear more ask your parents to read them to you.

This next parable started with a man asking Jesus a question. The man who asks Jesus a question was
very smart. Maybe he was trying to trick Jesus and see if he was a good teacher or not. This is what he
asked: "Teacher, what should | do so | can go to Heaven and live forever?"

Jesus replied, "What is written in the Bible? What do you think?"

The man answered, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and love your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22:34).

"That is right!" Jesus said. "Do this and you will live forever in Heaven."

But the man wanted to know more so asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

Jesus decided to answer this question with a parable to help everyone who was listening understand.
Jesus said:

"There once was a Jewish man walking along a road. He was coming from Jerusalem and was heading
to Jericho, which was a full day or two of walking.

The road was rocky and there were small hills all around. The man was just humming to himself and
enjoying the nice day when suddenly a group of men jumped out from behind a hill. They took all his
belongings and tore off most of his clothes. They didn't want him to follow them so they beat him up very
badly, and left him lying and bleeding on the side of the road.


http://blainechristianchurch.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/?C=N;O=D

A few minutes later, a priest was walking down the same path and noticed the man lying on the side of
the road. Do you know what he did? You'd think he would run over and help the man. Instead he
crossed the road and walked on the other side and acted like he didn't see the man.

About an hour or so later, another man, called a Levite, was walking down the road. Levites were people
who assisted priests with their work. He would probably help the man. But you know what he did? He
slowed down and walked a little closer to the man, but then kept walking without helping him at all.

You might be thinking that maybe the man lying by the side of the road looked like he was resting or
something and that is why the priest and the Levite didn't stop to help. The trouble is, it was easy to tell
he was badly hurt. The man was bleeding, had most of his clothes ripped off him, and he was bruised
and hardly breathing.

Just a few minutes later, another man came walking. He was a Samaritan. One thing you should know
about Samaritans is that Jews didn't like them. Jews usually didn't treat Samaritans very well, so they
never got along. The man who was dying on the road was a Jew. So what do you think the Samaritan
did? You would think he would walk by and maybe even laugh at the man.

But as soon as he saw the man, he went over to him and felt compassion for him. He put bandages on
his sores and poured oil and wine (which were quite expensive) on the sores to prevent them from getting
worse. Then he lifted the man on his own donkey and took him to a hotel to take care of him.

The next day the Samaritan took out enough money so the man could stay at the hotel until he was well
enough to leave. He paid the man at the front desk and asked him to take care of the man. If he wasn't
better after about two months the Samaritan would come back and pay for any extra cost.”

After Jesus finished the story, he asked, "Which of the three men do you think was a neighbor to the man
who was left beaten on the side of the road?"

The man who asked him the question at the beginning replied, "The one who had compassion and helped

him.

Jesus told him, "Go and do the same."



Unscramble the letters to find the words in our

Good Samaritan
Anagram

Word List:
beaten, compassion, helped, ignored,
journey, money, neighbor, robbery,
Samaritan, three
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BANDAGE LOVE

BEATEN MONEY

COMPASSION NEIGHBOR

GOOD PARABLE

HELP PASSED

IGNORED PRIEST

INN ROBBERS

JEWS SAMARITAN

JOURNEY THIEVES

LIVE THREE
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Cheddar Broccoli Fresh Vegetable Tuna Salad Thanksgiving
Soup Soup Sandwich Sandwich

Choose One Sandw:ch and One Soup

AII meals mclude dessert

Place Order By Monday, October8 2018






